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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 

1. A relay unit comprising: 

an input terminal communicably coupled to a remote 
control unit, for receiving signals from said remote control 
unit ; 

an output terminal communicably coupled to an optical 
unit having a focus lens, the output terminal for providing 
said signals from the remote control unit, to the optical 
unit ; and 

first switching signal input means for controlling the 
focus lens by switching between automatic focal point 
detection focusing and remote commands from said remote 
control unit . 

2 . A relay unit according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
input terminal is communicably coupled to a second switching 
signal input means for controlling the focus lens by 
switching between speed control and positional control of 
the focus lens . 

3. A relay unit according to Claim 1, wherein said 
input terminal is communicably coupled to a first remote 
command generating means for performing remote operations to 
control the focus lens . 
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4 . A relay unit according to Claim 2 , wherein output 
signals from said first switching signal input means are 
multiplexed with switching signals output from said second 
switching signal input means . 

5 . A relay unit according to Claim 3 , wherein output 
signals from said first switching signal input means are 
multiplexed with remote command control signals output from 
said first remote command generating means. 

6. A relay unit according to Claim 1, comprising 
setting state display means for displaying the setting state 
of said first switching signal input means. 

7 . A relay unit according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
first switching signal input means switch control of said 
focus lens between automatic focal point detection focusing 
of an automatic focal point detection focus control means 
and control of said focus lens by remote commands from said 
remote control unit, by momentary action. 

8. A relay unit according to Claim 1, further 
comprising second remote command generating means of which 
remote command control is valid only in a mode wherein said 
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focus lens is controlled by automatic focal point detection 
focusing of an automatic focal point detection focus control 
means . 

9 . A relay unit according to Claim 8 , wherein said 
second remote command generating means are means for 
generating speed command signals for controlling said focus 
lens with speed commands . 

10. A relay unit according to Claim 3, wherein, in the 
mode wherein said focus lens is controlled by automatic 
focal point detection focusing of said automatic focal point 
detection focus control means, said first remote command 
generating means generate speed command signals or 
controlling said focus lens with speed commands . 

11. A system for selectively controlling focal point 
detection, the system comprising: 

focal point detection focus control means for 
controlling a focus lens by automatic focal point detection 
focus control; and 

switching signal input means for switching control of 
said focus lens between automatic focal point detection 
focus control and control of said focus lens by remote 
command control from a remote command control means . 
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12. A focal point detection system comprising: 
an optical unit having a focusing lens; 

a remote control unit for remotely controlling the 
focusing lens in the optical unit; and 

a relay unit communicably coupled between the remote 
control unit and the optical unit, 

wherein the relay unit further comprises a first 
switching signal input means for controlling the focus lens 
by switching between automatic focal point detection control 
and manual focus control of the focus lens. 

13. A focal point detection system according to Claim, 
12, further comprising a second switching signal input means 
for controlling the focus lens by switching between speed 
control and position control of the focus lens. 

14. A focal point detection system according to Claim 
12, further comprising a third switching signal input means 
for switching between using the remote control for either 
speed control or positional control of said focus lens, only 
in a mode wherein said focus lens is controlled by automatic 
focal point detection focusing of said automatic focal point 
detection focus control means. 
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15. A focal point detection system according to Claim 
12, wherein said optical unit is a lens unit. 

16. A focal point detection system according to Claim 
15 , further comprising a camera unit, wherein said camera 
unit and said lens are communicably coupled to the relay 
unit . 

17. A focal point detection system according to Claim 
15, wherein said remote control unit further comprises a 
second switching signal input means for controlling the 
focus lens by switching between speed control and positional 
control of the focus lens . 

18. A relay unit system comprising: 

an input terminal for receiving a manual focus command 
signal and a speed/position switching signal; 

an output terminal for providing said manual focus 
command signal and said speed/position switching signal to a 
focus lens of an optical device; and 

switching signal input means for controlling the focus 
lens by switching between automatic focal point detection 
control and manual focus control of the focus lens. 

19. The relay unit system of Claim 18 further 
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comprising a remote control unit for providing said manual 
focus command signal and said speed/position to the relay- 
unit for transfer to the optical device. 



